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Against Hybridity: Social Impasses in a Globalizing World
Author: Prof. Haim Hazan

Will be published in February 2015, by Polity Press

The main argument of the book is that the modern sources of purity and danger have
become largely obsolete in the globally constructed postmodern universe of hybrids and
cyborgs. The postmodern specter of otherness is now being lodged in mixture-proof
categories: cultural entities that resist the liquid touch of globalized postmodernity. Contrary
to the perils posed in the modern era by the interstitially mercurial figures of the migrant, the
stranger, the drifter and the transgressor who would wreak havoc in a boundary-bound
social order, these very figures alongside the vampire, the zombie and other figments of
literary and cinematic imagination, have become the celebrated anti-heroes of our popular
consumerist culture.

The book’s core case for the emergence and treatment of non-hybrids in an otherwise
hybridized world is that of the ex-communicated category of deep old age followed by
additional illustrations for that process of shunning such as pain, the Holocaust, autism,
fundamentalism, and corporeal death. In discussing these various examples for non-
hybridity, a common bio-political denominator explaining their social positioning is
highlighted. Thus, the social perception of non-hybrids in a global epoch results in aversion,
distancing and rejection, while the residual layers of these non-hybrids are staged and
graded to create a dynamic spectrum on which hybridization can still take place. The book
tells their cultural story.
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Balancing psychache and resilience in
aging Holocaust survivors

Researchers: Dr. Irit Ohana, Prof. Hava
Golander and Prof. Yoram Barak (2014)

International Psychogeriatrics

Background: Psychache can and does co-
exist alongside resilience and coping amongst
trauma survivors. This has been the center of the
a-integrative theory of aging demonstrating an
attitude to life based on cognitive and emotional
dimensions. Aging of Holocaust survivors (HS) is
especially difficult when focus is brought to the
issue of integrating their life history. The present
study aimed to investigate the interplay between
psychache and resilience amongst aging HS .

Methods: Cross-sectional study of HS and a
matched comparison group recruited from the
general population was carried out. All
underwent a personal interview and endorsed
guantifiable psychache and resilience scales.

Results: We enrolled 214 elderly
participants: 107 HS and 107 comparison
participants. Mean age for the participants was
80.7+ years; there were 101 women and 113
men in each group. Holocaust survivors did not
differ in the level of resilience from comparisons
(mean: 5.82 + 0.68 vs. 5.88 £ 0.55, respectively).
Psychache was significantly more intense in the
HS group (F(8,205) = 2.21; p < 0.05).

Conclusions: The present study
demonstrates the complex interplay between
psychache and resilience. Aging HS still have to
cope with high levels of psychache while
realizing a life-long process of development
through resilience.
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